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Simon says 


William Simon, Director of Federal Energy Office (FEO), urges drivers to buy a minimum of $3 
worth of gasoline to reduce traffic jams at service stations. FEO believes long lines at stations are 
caused by drivers buying small amounts of gas (often less than 5 gallons) just to keep tanks full. 
(CONSUMERS NEWS has learned of one driver “filling it up” with an 11¢ purchase.) If Congress 
passes the appropriate energy legislation, FEO may require minimum gasoline sales of $3. 


CN Notebook 


Here are more energy-saving suggestions from CONSUMER NEWS readers. Share with other 
readers by sending your tips to CN NOTEBOOK, CONSUMER NEWS, Office of Consumer Affairs, 
Washington, DC 20201. 


One suggestion is a reminder that moisture in the air means we feel the heat more in sum- 
mer. Moisture also helps us feel the heat indoors in winter, but according to L. Epperson of 
Mount Vernon, IL, you do not have to buy a humidifier to increase the moisture in a room. “If 
one has radiators, pans may be purchased that fit on the back of the radiator & hold water for 
evaporation. Or if that is not possible, why not try a pan of water on top of a radiator?” 

Paul D. Schedler of Mont Alto, PA, says, “Adding 6 inches of insulation in the top of the 
house is the greatest saving.” 

Among the suggestions on the card from Mrs. Irving Nelson of Boulder, CO, is one that 
comes from the days before automatic clothes dryers: “Hang your laundry in the basement 
[furnace room] to dry.” 

Ernest L. Chambré of New York writes: “We bought clear plastic “drop cloth” (which 
comes in 9x12’) and placed it over every window we have. The result is amazing. A fuel sav- 
ing of over 15%.” 

Chrysler Motors Corp. sent CN NOTEBOOK several suggestions about gasoline usage, 
such as: (1) 100 pounds of tools or other items that tend to accumulate in a family car can 
cost you 0.2 miles per gallon (mpg) in city traffic & 0.1 mpg on the road; (2) keep the car’s 
front end aligned—0.25 inch of toe-in can cost you 0.3 mpg on the road; (3) wet pavement can 
cost up to 1 mpg at highway speeds; (4) colder weather requires more gasoline—you prob- 
ably will get 1 mile less per gallon driving in 10° weather than in 30° weather. 


Humane care 


Animal & Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) licensed 4,306 businesses (or persons) sell- 
ing animals in 1973. Animal Welfare Act & an amendment require licensing to insure minimum 
standards of humane care for animals. Standards cover housing, feeding, watering, sanitation, ven- 
tilation, shelter from weather & temperature extremes, veterinary care, separation of incompatible 
animals, animal handling & transportation.. APHIS licensed laboratory animal suppliers, auction 
operators, wholesalers of exotic animals, wild animal dealers selling to zoos & circuses & wholesale 
pet businesses. APHIS does not ordinarily license pet shops—retail stores selling any animals on the 
following list: dogs, cats, rabbits, hamsters, guinea pigs, skunks, raccoons, oppossums, gerbils, 
squirrels, ground squirrels, chipmunks, gophers, shrews & ferrets. (A pet shop selling any animal 
not on the preceding list must have a license.) If you want a free list of licensed animal dealers, 
send your request to Animal Care Staff, Veterinary Services, APHIS-USDA, Federal Center Build- 
ing +1, Hyattsville, MD 20782. 








So you are going to use the fireplace 


Because of the energy crisis, many fireplaces have been put into use this winter after years of 
being only a decorative or architectural feature of dens & living rooms. But a fireplace is not an effi- 
cient way to heat a house—it’s a cozy way. For some consumers, however, the cozy fire has led to 
disappointment or property damage or in some cases injuries or death. Consumer Product Safety 
Commission (CPSC) lists fireplaces as the 127th most important hazard in its list of 369 hazards 
(bicycles are the No. 1 hazard & rock polishing equipment is the least important, No. 369). CPSC es- 
timates there were about 5800 injuries associated with fireplaces in 1973. CPSC received reports on 
about 100 such injuries last month. 


To have that cozy & safe fire, you have to make some decisions & take some precautions before 
you even buy wood. 

@ Selection of wood. In shopping & comparing prices, be sure you know if the price is for a cord 
or a fraction of a cord. (A cord is 128 cubic feet of wood. Beware of sales of “stacks” of wood—a 
“stack” being a poorly defined fraction of a cord. Check your local government’s office of weights & 
measures for regulations on cords & cord fractions.) Also keep in mind the qualities of different 
woods when comparing prices: The lowest price may be the kind of wood that provides poor heat. 
(Maryland Extension Service reviewed several lists of woods recommended for fireplace use & se- 
lected the list below as being the best from viewpoint of ease of use, warmth & safety.) 

e@ Inspection of fireplace & chimney. Check for loose or fallen bricks, cracked or broken flue lin- 
ing & excessive flue soot & tar accumulation. A fireplace or chimney in poor condition can either be 
the cause of a smoke problem (smoke leaking through the chimney into the house) or be a fire haz- 
ard (accumulated soot & tar can catch fire). 

e Instruction on using a fireplace. An open fire is a hazard, but you can reduce the hazard by 
having the proper equipment for the fireplace, including a firescreen. Also, learn how to start a fire 
by getting advice from someone with experience. Be sure damper is open. Do not pour kerosene or 
any lighting fluid on wood or coal or charcoal to start a fire or to replenish a fire. Remember—& re- 
mind your family—not to get close to the fire while wearing loose clothes, such as flowing robes. A 
spark or even a flame could hit a full, loose sleeve, for example, while you are poking the fire. 


Close damper when fireplace is not being used. 


Two Agriculture Dept. publications have more information about fireplaces & chimneys. Both are 
free. For a copy of Enjoy Your Fireplace, Especially During the Energy Crisis, send your request 
to Forest Service, Agriculture Dept., Upper Darby, PA 19082. For a copy of Fireplaces & Chimneys 


(Farmer’s Bulletin +1889), send your request to Agriculture Research Service, Agriculture Dept., 
Washington, DC 20250. 


Characteristics of woods for fireplace use (prepared by Maine Bureau of Forestry): 


Ease of Coaling 
Species starting qualities Sparks Fragrance Heating class 
Apple Poor Excellent Few Excellent Good 
Ash Fair Good Few Slight Good 
Beech Poor Good Few Slight Excellent 
Birch (white) Good Good Moderate Slight Good 
Cherry Poor Excellent Few Excellent Good 
Cedar Excellent Poor Many Good Fair 
Elm Fair Good Very few Fair Good 
Hemlock Good Low Many Good Fair 
Hickory Fair Excellent Moderate Slight Excellent 
Locust (black) Poor Excellent Very few Slight Excellent 
Maple (sugar) Poor Excellent Few Good Excellent 
Oak (red) Poor Excellent Few Fair Excellent 
Pine (white) Excellent Poor Moderate Good Fair 


New Federal publications 


The following are available from Superintendent of Documents, Government Printing Office, 
Washington, DC 20402; make check or money order payable to Supt. of Documents: 


4th Federal Aircraft Noise Abatement Program, FY 1972-73, published by Transportation Dept.; 
+5000-00063 ; $1.05. 
Visa Requirements of Foreign Governments, published by Passport Office; +:4400-01452; 25¢. 
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Warnings! 


MUSHROOMS—Food & Drug Administration (FDA) warns consumers that some cans of Royal 
Treat brand of mushrooms packed by American Mushroom Corp. of Wilmington, DE, may be contam- 
inated by botulinum toxin, which causes a form of food poisoning—often fatal—known as botulism. 
FDA warns consumers not to eat the mushrooms or to throw the product away. Consumers should 
return cans of the Royal Treat mushrooms to store that sold them. The Royal Treat is packed in the 
company’s plant in Quito, Ecuador & is marked as being a product of Ecuador. Each can has a one- 
line code ending with the letter “E.” 


CHOCOLATE CANDY—Food & Drug Administration (FDA) advises consumers that Regent 
Solid Milk Chocolate candy balls could cause fever, nausea, vomiting & diarrhea because of possible 
salmonella contamination. The Canadian company that made the candy balls is recalling them from 
stores. The candy is wrapped in colored, Christmas-type foil & is labeled with the Regent name. 


ASTHMA REMEDIES—Food & Drug Administration (FDA) advises consumers using aerosol 
asthma remedies labeled Vaponefrin or Asthma Nefrin to stop using the product & to contact their 
druggist for a similar product. FDA’s tests show that the aerosols may spray too much of the active 
ingredient, ephinephrine. USV Pharmaceutical Corp. of Tuckahoe, NY, is recalling the nonpre- 
scription products from drugstores. Fisons Corp. of Bedford, MA, & USV sell Vaponefrin. Mitchum- 
Thayer Inc. of Tuckahoe, NY, sells Asthma Nefrin. FDA advises asthmatic patients who use any 
USV aerosol inhalers to report any unusual side effects—such as very rapid heart beat or irregular 
heart rhythm—to their doctors. 


INHALER—Food & Drug Administration (FDA) advises consumers not to use a silver metal 
aerosol inhaler (blue & white label) to relieve attacks of asthma or other bronchial distress. USV 
Pharmaceutical Corp. of Tuckahoe, NY, is recalling the product because the aerosols may deliver up 
to 5 times the regular dose of the active ingredient, isoproterenol. No product name appears on the 
aerosol can, but the names “Metermatic Aerosol” & “USV Pharmaceutical Corp.” or “Fison’s Corp.” 
are on the product’s instruction sheet. Inhalers sold since 1968 have one of the following numbers 
on the container label: 


46082 46792 47250 47976 50894 
46355 47103 47506 48388 51077 
46356 47507 47974 48389 52446 
46791 47975 52447 


Consumers who have such inhalers should contact their doctor or druggist to get a replacement. 


RODENT KILLER—Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has suspended registration of 
“Gas-M,” a cartridge product that, when lit, releases a gas supposedly deadly to rats, moles & 
gophers. However, the cartridges are a human hazard because they can catch fire suddenly. They 
contain potassium nitrate, several sodium compounds & other chemicals. In 1973 the product (3 
cartridges) was packaged in blue & white boxes that sold for $1.29 each. Before 1973 the boxes 
were yellow & black. EPA says the suspension means that NIP-CO Manufacturing Co., New Ro- 
chelle, NY, the distributor, can no longer sell the product in the U.S. because of the fire hazard. 
Consumers should follow this procedure to get rid of “Gas-M”; (1) place product in a glass or plas- 
tic jar; (2) place jar in a steel, concrete or plastic container; (3) bury container in a state-ap- 
proved landfill. 


Recall of child car seats 


Rex Stroll-O-Chair Manufacturing Co. of New York, NY, is recalling its Stroll-O-Chair Model 
+71 child car seat. National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) recommended the 
recall because the car seat adapter portion of Model +71 does not comply with Federal Motor Vehicle 
Safety Standard 213. The harness may break during a sudden stop & not protect the child in a car 
crash. Owners may return the adapter frame portion to the store that sold it or ship it back to the 
manufacturer at 441 W. 167th St., New York, NY 10032. Manufacturer will not charge to make the 
harness comply with the safety standard & will return the adapter to the owner. 
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Briefly 


Solar energy Postal Service (PS) is planning an experimental post office building to be heated 


& cooled partially by solar energy. The post office should be completed in Ridley Park, PA, 
early in 1975. 


Environment In a public opinion survey made in June 1973 for Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA), consumers gave top priorities to 3 anti-pollution programs: (1) sewage treatment; (2) 
industrial air pollution controls; (3) solid waste management. Those polled said they would be 
willing to pay higher rates for utilities & cars to pay for these pollution control efforts. 


Medicines Federal Trade Commission (FTC) has made public the formulas of 21 cough remedies. 
FTC requested formulas & other product information from manufacturers to check the accuracy 


of advertising claims. These records may be seen at FTC headquarters in Washington, DC, or 
at regional offices. 


Meat inspection That purple ink is once again being used by Agriculture Dept. for its inspec- 
tion stamps on meats. However, purple ink used now is different from the original one—violet 
+1—that Food & Drug Administration (FDA) banned in April 1973 because it might cause 
cancer. The new purple ink is made from new FDA approved formulas. Agriculture still uses 
other FDA approved inks (red, yellow, green & blue) for meat inspection stamps. 


Pierced ears Public Health Service (PHS) reports that the use of inadequately sterilized instru- 
ments for piercing ears may be responsible for transmitting hepatitis virus infection from one 
person to another. Consumers should be aware that PHS has advised doctors & jewelers to use 


disposable equipment for ear-piercing or to follow effective sterilization methods for reusable 
equipment. 


Car deaths Slower speeds save lives, says National Highway Traffic Safety Administration 
(NHTSA) in reporting December 1973 figures. The 18 states that reduced highway speeds be- 
cause of the fuel shortage showed a 25% drop in deaths due to highway auto accidents. 
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